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Minutes of the SPECIAL Meeting 

1. The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m. Members present were Leonard Clark, chairman; Donald 
Passardi, vice chairman; Maureen Griffith, Roger Ingraham, Becky Kraussmann, and Beth Magura, recording 
secretary. A quorum was established. 

2. Review of the minutes of the June 24, 2019, meeting: Donald Passardi made a motion to approve the 

minutes from the 6/24/2019 regular meeting; this motion was seconded by Maureen Griffith. The motion was 
unanimously passed by the group. 

3. Discussion about the adaptive reuse! of the former Pinney School by purchaser Tyrone C. Black, 

Ph.D., and the impending sale's2 implications for historic preservation of the 1895 building and its 

surroundings. 

Chairman Leonard Clark reminded SHAC that on July 9, 2019, Dr. Black's proposed plan for the building, 

which will include a residential apartment, will reach a final round of review by the Planning and 

Zoning Commission (PZC). On July 9, SHAC has one final opportunity to provide input consistent with 

SHAC's mandate to advise the Town on long-term preservation of the historic character of the 124

year-old schoolhouse. 

A revision of SHAC's Report 2 about the Pinney School had been distributed by Mr. Clark to SHAC 

members for their review and input. Report 2b specifies the architecturally significant features of the 

building's exterior, which SHAC members recommend be affixed to Dr. Black's Special Use Permit or to 

any Special Use Permit issued in the future to a subsequent buyer of the schoolhouse if Dr. Black or his 

heirs were to sell the building. 

Zoning Enforcement Officer Dave Perkins will discuss this idea with Dr. Black, who at previous meetings 

held in Stafford has expressed great interest in retaining the former Pinney School's historic character. 

SHAC members agree that they do not want to impede the sale of the building, but would like to try 

this one last way to append preservation language that will"travel" through time with the bUilding. 

1 The term "adaptive reuse" refers to the Town ofStafford's Planning and Zoning Regulations, Item 5.13 Adaptive Reuse 
Overlay Zone, which, in this case, relates to new ownership and revised use of a property in the Stafford Hollow National 
Register Historic District. 
2 On 5/29/2019, the 80S discussed an offer made for the decammissioned Pinney School building. The 80S authorized First 

Selectman Mary Mitta to sign pertinent documents related to selling the Pinney School (aka 263 East Street). An offer had 
been made for $149,500 with certain contingencies. (See item 2 in the meeting minutes at: 
http://records.staffordct.orgl/files/2019!BOS/05-29·Minutes.pdf ) 
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Commissioner Passardi said he had heard from First Selectman Mary Mitta that Dr. Black's business is a 

for-profit entity. Consequently, tax revenue could be around $6,000 annually. 

Ms. Kraussmann made a motion to approve sending SHAC Report 2b to the Planning & Zoning 
Commission at its July 9,2019, meeting. Commissioner Maureen Griffith seconded the motion. The 
group approved the motion unanimously. (SHAC Report 2b is attached at the end of these meeting 
minutes.) 

4. Public comment. No members of the public were present. 

S. Old business. This being a special meeting, there was no old business. 

8. New business. This being a special meeting, there was no new business. 

9. Adjournment. Commissioner Roger Ingraham made a motion to adjourn, and Ms. Kraussmann 

seconded the motion, which was unanimously passed by the group. The meeting adjourned at 

3:23 p.m. 

R~~::'<L---
Beth Mag~r~ / I v~) VI' 

Recording Secretary 

Stafford Historical Advisory Commission 
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Recommendations to the Stafford Planning & Zoning Commission 

Regarding the Decommissioned Pinney School 

July 2019 

Report 2b of the Stafford Historic Advisory Commission 
Chairman: Leonard Clark 


Vice Chairman: Donald Passardi 

Recording Secretary: Beth Magura 


Maureen Griffith 

Roger Ingraham 


Becky Kraussmann 


A brief history of the Pinney School 

In 1895, textile manufacturer Edwin C. 
Pinney (1838-1917) and his wife Esther 
deeded about 2 acres to the Town of 
Stafford upon completion of the four
room schoolhouse that had been built to 
consolidate the two district schools in 
Stafford Hollow and Hydeville. 

The architectural firm of Curtis and 
Johnson of Hartford was chosen to design 
the new school. This group had designed 
commercial and industrial buildings, 
residences, schools and churches 
throughout Connecticut. William D. 
Johnson, a principal in the firm, was born 
in Stafford and had attended the public 
school in Hydeville. 

Many generations ofstudents attended 
classes here until June 1982. 

The school's interior was extensively 
renovated to accommodate the Board of 
Education offices in 1986. These offices 
were moved to a building within the 
Orcuttville Road school and library complex 
in 2013, leaving the Pinney School 
unoccupied since then. The building's 
interior and exterior are in relatively good 
condition at this time. • Photos of the Pinney School by Roger Ingraham 
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Introduction 

In May 2017, representatives of the State Historic Preservation Office and the Connecticut Trust for Historic 

Preservation accompanied Stafford Historic Advisory Commission members and Town Selectmen on a tour of 

the decommissioned Pinney School. These historic preservation experts viewed the old schoolhouse as having 

potential for reuse that would maintain the building's historic integrity. 

Assessing the compatibility of any proposed uses with the prevailing character of the building's neighborhood 

has been an ongoing concern for the Stafford Historic Advisory Commission (SHAC). 

Report 2b focuses on SHAC's deliberations and recommendations to the Town of Stafford Planning and Zoning 

Commission related to the Pinney School, a landmark structure in a State and National Register Historic District. 

Considering the Pinney School 
This decommissioned school is in the Stafford Hollow Historic District, established in 1987, and is on the State 

and National Register of Historic Places. Thus, a prospective buyer of the Pinney School may be eligible to 

receive historic preservation tax credits for restoration that maintains the historic integrity of the exterior. 

The Commission wishes to point out that the Stafford Hollow Historic District lacks a local Historic District 

Commission to monitor the status of historic structures located within its precincts. As a result, any alterations 

to the Pinney School will likely be overseen by the Planning and Zoning Commission's customary procedures, 

as described in Section 5.13 through Section S.13C ofthe Town of Stafford Zoning Regulations. 

Recommendation 
SHAC recommends that a Special Use Permit be used to preserve the rich diversity of Victorian architecture 

exhibited in the fa.;ade and sides of the building before a sale of the property occurs. Historic District 

documentation for Stafford Hollow states that the 1895 building is architecturally significant, because "it is a 

good example of an eclectic Queen Anne-style school." As such, the listing of features in the Special Use Permit 

is intended to protect the exterior of this unique property. (See Figures 1 and 2 on pages 3 and 4 for 

photographs and architectural terms.) 

Architecturally significant features: Features earmarked for preservation are, as follows: the five-bay fac;:ade; 

the square-plan tower; the molded cornice with dentils; the paired and single windows with 1-over-1 sash; 

the molded pediments over the first-floor windows; the molded stringcourse at the second-floor window sill 

level; the full entablature under the eaves with dentils and modillions; the corbelled chimneys centered on 

the ridge; the plain stringcourse at the transition from siding to patterned brickwork on the foundation's 

exterior; and the 3-dimensional, patterned brickwork itself. Tower details to be preserved are, as follows: a 

group ofthree tall narrow lights with 1-over-1 sash; two smaller lights above each window on the second 

floor; three arched openings with louvers and fishscale shingles on the third floor; and the finial atop the 

roof. 

(Photographs continue on next page.) 
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Figure 1. Among the distinctive architectural details recommended for inclusion in a Special Use Permit are the 
molded cornice with dentils; the full entablature under the eaves with dentils and modillions; and the three 
arched openings with louvers and fishscole shingles . 

.J, Selected Architectural Definitions .J, 
----r==================i----r===================~1 

- COR":CE 

l' White bracket above denotes 
the area known as the entablature. 
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Figure 2. The square plan bell tower topped by a finial is also recommended for preservation by 
means of a Special Use Permit. 

l' An early photo of the Pinney School 

l' A postcard of Pinney School circa 1908 (Old photos courtesy of the Stafford Historical Society) 
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